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tion there is in the nature and spirit of the Barba-
rians to help the seed of the Gospel throw out therein
strong and deep roots.

If a poor Barbarian become a Christian, he is im-
mediately assailed by all those of his acquaintance,
who lament and deplore him as if he were already
lost, and it were all over with him. Some assure
him, if it be winter time, that in the Spring (if he is
still living) all his hair will fall off; others, that he
need no longer count upon going hunting, trading,
or to war, except with the certainty that thenceforth
he will be unlucky in everything; they inspire in
the women the fear that they will bear no more chil-
dren. In short, they are all threatened, or rather
assured, that what they fear the most in the world
will surely happen to them.

It is represented, besides, that thenceforth they
will be defrauded of feasts, and consequently of the
sole delight or bliss of the country; that, as a neces-
sary result, they must renounce all the rights and
intercourse of friendship with their kinsmen and
compatriots. And if they be Captains who have
charge of making the [113] announcements and man-
aging ceremonials, they are told that they may count
upon seeing themselves despoiled of their influence
and authority.

And in this behold the strongest battery, and that
which, in reality, has most hindered and most dis-
quieted the majority of these poor Neophytes. For,
indeed, the greater part of their dances, feasts, Physi-
cians, and medicines, ceremonies, and customs, being
either manifestly diabolical, or filled with so many
senseless ceremonies that it is almost impossible to
judge or interpret them as being free from supersti-



